
MINUTES OF A REGULAR MUTING 
OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF 
THE CITY OF TORRANCE 

Torran oe, California 
February 8, 1944 

The City Council of the City of Torranoe oonvened in a Regular 
Meeting in the Counoil Chamber, City Hall, Torrance, California, on 
Tuesday, February 8, 1944, at 7:45 PJM • 

. Mayor McGuire called the meeting to order. 

. Clerk Bartlett called the roll, those answering present being 
Councilmen: Babcock, Oucc:!:, Hitchcock, Powell and McGuire. Absent.: 
Councilman: None. 

All those p:resen~ in the Council ahamber saluted the Flagl 

crouncil.man Baboock moved that the minutes of a Regular Keeting 
held -.January 25, 1944, and of an Adjourned Meeting held .January 31, 
1944, be approved as written. Councilman Hitohoook seoonded the 
motion, which was carried unanimously. 

WRITTEN COMMUNICATIONS 

A communication was read from the Tide lIater. Associated 011 Com
pany, addressed to the Clerk, Board of Trustees, reporting that for 
the twelve months preceding February 1, 1944, said crompany derived 
no earnings from the use and ownership of pipe line oonstruoted under 
Franchise Ordinance No. 127. Matter of record. 

A communication was read from Ed Smithson, .Agent for Groffs United 
ShOWS, request1ng perm1ssion to conduct their shows in Torranee for 
six days, commencing February 22, 1944, and agreeing to pay the City 
the daily license fee. 

Clerk Bartlett advised that this license fee would be $50.00 
per day, or 1300.00 fo·r the six days. 

Councilman C:Ucci moved that the Groff's Uni ted Shows be gran ted 
a license to show in Torrance for six days commencing February 22, 
1944, and that the regular license fee of 650.00 per day be charged. 
Councilman Hitchcock seconded the motion, which was carried unanimously. 

A communication was read from The Floss Hayden MUsical Comedy 
~pany, making application for a license to produce their musical 
comedy shows in Torranee some time in the month of March, for a period 
of six nights. . 

Oouncilnum Hitchcoek moved that The Floss Hayden Musica"l Comedy 
OOmpany be granted a license to show in Torrance during the month of 
March, for a period of six nights, and that a license fee of tlO.OO 
per day be charged. crouncilm.an Babcock seconded the motion, which 
waa carried unanimously_ 

A communication was read from the WIn. R. staats Gompany, ad.
dressed to Mr. W. H. Stanger, SUperintendent of the Torrance Municipal 
Water District No.1, offering to sell a ilOOO.OU 'l'orrance M.I.D.#l 
5tf, Bond due July 1, 1964 to yield ~, at a priae of $1450.00, and 
acorued interest of $6.50, or a total of $1456.50; the purChase of 
said Bond being recommend.ed by Mr. W. H. stanger. 

Gounoilman Baboock moved that the Superintendent of the Torrance 
Municipal Water District be authorized to purchase the Bond offered 
by Wm. R. Staats Company in their letter of February 3, 1944. Coun
cilman Hitchcook seconded the motion, which was carried by the follow
ing roll call vote: AYES: COUNCILMEN: Babcock, crucei, Hitchcock, 
Powell and McGuire. NOES: COUNCILMEN: None. ABSENT: COUNCILMEN: 
None. 



L c~unication was read from Mr. Richard Graves, State Director 
of Oivilian Defense, addressed to A. H. Bartlett, Oity Olerk, advising 
that-the Torrance Civilian Defense organization was duly certified by 
the Oalifornia State War Council, at a meeting held on January 31, 
1944, as an "Accredi"ted Oivilian Defense Organization" in accordance 
with the proTistons of Chapter 920, statutes of 1943, and the rules 
of the War CoUncil. 

A communication· was read from Mrs. M. O. Ellis, objecting to 
the noise ca:u.sed by the Friday night danees at the Torrance Audi
torium.. 

Councilman Hitchcock moved that a copy of this letter be sent to 
the Ohairman of the Service Men's· Foundation with the request that an 
attempt be made to abat~ this nUisance, if possible. 

Councilman Powell offered an amendment to the motion, that the 
Council as lit whole loo,k into the proposition of sound-proofing the 
west side of the Auditorium, which might deflect this noise away 
from the apar~ment house. Councilman Hitchcock consented to the 
amendment. Oouncilman CUcci seconded the motion, which was carried 
1lIlanimously. 

A communication was read from the \feston Investment Company, 
advising that the operating companies for the Rubber Rese~ve Oompany's 
new synthetic rubber plant, including the Dow Chemical 00., Shell 
Chemical Co., Goodyear Tire and Rubber 00. and the United states 
Rubber, Co., are desirous of using an abandoned gravel pit on their 
property for disposing of their industrial wastes; the exact amount 
and nature of this waste material being not known at this time;. and 
requesting permission to utilize. this gravel pit for the above purpose. 

Mayor ~eGuire advised that the gravel pit referred to was lo
cated up in the hills" near the Dical1 te Company. 

Engineer Jain reported that Mr. McCole had called on him with 
reference to the disposal of this waste material, and had suggested 
that the Council. appoint someone to go with him. and examine the nature 
of the materials • 

.After discussion, Councilman Hitchcock moved that the communica
tion from the Western Investment Company be referred to the Council 
as a whole for further investigation. Councilman Powell seconded. 
the motion, which was carried uanimously. 

A comm~ication was read from Mr. Frank L. perry, Attorney-at-Law, 
representing the P. S. Venable Estate, making inquiry as to whether 
the Ci~y was interested in acquiring all or part of Lots 1, 2; 3, 4 
ang. 5, in Block 5, Ilalteria Tract; stating that this is the property 
now being rented by the City at $10.00 per month. 

C.ouncilman Babcock moved that the Oi ty Clerk be authorized to 
communicate with Mr. Frank L. Perry and make inquiry as to the cost 
or price of sa~d Lots 1, Z, 3, 4 and 5·, and in Block 5, Walteria Tract, 
which lots are now being rented from the P. S.· Venable Estat;e for 
the Walteria Recreation Hall, and to report at the next Council 
meeting. Councilman Hitchcock seconded the motion, which was carried 
unanimously. 

A. communication was read from the Torrance Chamber of commerce, 
requesting the use of the Civic Auditorium for the forthcoming pro
posed visit of the Harbor Distriot Chambers of COl)lm.erce and.Federa
tlo:{l of :In.1provement Associations, Thursday, March 9, ~944. 

Councilman Babcock moved that the Chamber of Commerce be granted 
the use of the Civic Auditorium for the meeting and dinner of the 
Harbor District Chambers of Commerce and Bederation of Improvement 
Assooiations, on Thursday, Maroh 9, 1944. Oouncilman.Hitchcook 
seconded the motion, which ~as carried unanimously. 

A communication was read from the Walteria Civic Organization 
requesting that the State Highway Commission be asked to install 
Step and Go Signals at the int~rsection of Hawthorne Avenue and 
Paoifie Coast Highway. 



CounaiJ.m.an Powell moved .that the request of the Walteria Civic 
Organization be complied with, and the C1 ty Clerk authorized to write 
the State Highway Department requesting that stop and Go Signals be 
installed at the interseotion of HaWthorne Avenue and Paoifio Coast 
Highway. Councilman CUcci seconded the motion. 

Mayor MaGuire suggested that the City Engineer be authorized to 
write the letter to the State Highway Departmen~. 

Engineer Jain advised that this matter had been taken up with 
the State Highway Depe:rtment· about a year ago and that the cost of 
installing these signals would be approximately $3,000.00. 

Councilman Powell ohanged his motion, and stated that the City 
Engineer be autho:dzed to oommunicate with the State Highway Depart
ment with reference to installing such automatic signals. The 
Illotion, as amended, was carried unanimously. 

A communication was read from the Walteria Civic Organization, 
thanking the City COunoil for cle@ing up the grounds and making re
pairs to the Walteria · Civic Center. Matter of record. 

A communication was read from the Walteria Civic Organization, 
requesting that the Street Department use the grader to olean the 
gutters, and repair holes in the streets in Walteria; Whioh are in 
bad shape. 

Councilman Babcock moved that the oOllll1IUnication be referred to 
the City Engineer and Stree,t Department for aotion. COunoilman 
Hitchcock secon~ed the motion, which was oarrie4 unanimously. 

A communication was read from Mr. Joseph H. Dasteel, Attorney
at-Law, recommending Mr. Charles F. Koors for the position of Manager 
of ,the Torrance Munioipal Bus Lines; adviSing that be understood Mr. 
Koors had made applioation for this position. . 

Councilman Babcook moved that the communioation from Mr. Joseph 
H. Dasteel be filed for future reference. Councilman Hitchcock 
seconded the motion, which was carried unanimously. 

A oommunication was read from the City Engineer, advising that 
Mr. Oscar Butterfield has been apPOinted as a member of the Pos<t-War 
Planning Committee, SOuthwest Section of the Internation Associa
tion of Eleotrical Inspectors; and also has been appOinted a member 
of the National Committee for the same organization; and requesting 
that th$ Council officially approve these appOintments. . ' 

Af'ter a brief discussion, Counoilman Cucci moved tha.t this com
~unicati()n be held over for further study and recommendation. Coun
cilman Powel~ seconded the motion, which was carried unanimously. 

A eommunication was read from the Civil Service Board, sub
mitting certain proposed amendments to the Civil service Rules and 
Regulations to the Council for approval and adoption. 

Councilman Hitchcook moved that the amendments to the Civil 
Service Rules and Regulations, as submitted by the Civil Service 
Board, with their letter ot February 3, 1944, be approved &!ld 
adopted. Counoilman Babcook seconded the motion, whioh -was carried 
unanimously. 

A oammunication was read from the Civil Service Board, advising 
that Mr. Howard P. Raymond had been elected Chairman of the Board, 
succeeding Mr. Bernhard ~. Bunje; and that the term of Mr. H. B. 
Dunn expired on January 15, 1944, and requesting that he be re
appointed for another term of six years, or his sucoessor be apPOinted. 
Also, advising that the Civil Service Board recommended an inorease in 
salary for Mr. Ernest A. Treloar. 

Councilman Powell moved that Mr. H. B. Dunn be re-appointed to 
the Civil Service Board for a full term of six years, effective 
January 15, 1944. Councilman Cucci seoonded the motion, which was 
carried by the following roll call vote : AYES: COUNCILMEN: Babcook, 
CUcci, Hitchcook, Powell and lleGuire. NOES: COuNCILMEN: None. 
ABSENT: COUNCILMEN: None. . 



Councilman Powe,ll inquired if the Council wished to take any 
action on the recommendation of the Civil service Board in reference 
to an increase in salary for Mr. Ernest A. Treloar. 
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Mayor McGuire said he would like to talk with Mr. Ward regard
ing this matter and suggested that the matter be held in abeyance. 
Tpe Mayor added that he thought the Council should go on record 
thanking Mr. Bunje for his fine service to the Civil Service Board 
and the Council; and moved that the City Clerk be authorized to write 
a letter to Mr. Bernhard D. Bunje thanking him, in behalf of the 
Council, for the fine service he has rendered on the Civil ser~ice 
Board. ,Councilman Hitchcock seconded the motion, which was carried 
unaaimously. 

A communication was read from Mr •. Tom F. MaGuire, President of 
the Los Angeles County Division, League of california Citie$, advis
ing that a committee had been appOinted to contact the County Board 
of Supervisors concerning the allocation of funds apportioned by the 
state of california 'for post-war planning, with re'ference to changing 
this allocation making it more equitable for the unincorporated area 
and the oities. Attached to this letter was the report of this com
mittee, which was also read. 

Councilman Hitchcock moved that the communication from the League 
of california Cities, together with the committee report, be turned 
over to the City Engineer, and that he be authorized to submit to the 
Los Angeles County Board of Supervisors a list of eligible major 
street projects within the City of Torrance. 

A communication was read from Lebow and MCNee, protesting the 
fees oharged for skidding three oil derricks, as covered by Building 
Permits Nos. 5168, 5169 and 5172; stating that the fee of tlO.OO each 
for these permits had been paid under protest, and requesting a re-
fund of $24.00. . 

In reply to an inquiry from Mayor McGuire, Engineer Jain stated 
that the fee o'f $10.00 for each derrick skidded was the same as the 
fees charged by the City of Los Angeles. Kr. Jain further advised 
the City has always made a flat charge of $10.00 for eaoh oil derrick 
erected, and he considered a derrick, which has been moved from one 
location to another to be the same as a new structure. 

Councilman Cucci moved that the action of the City Engineer in 
charging a fee of $10.00 for each oil rig skidded from one location 
to another; as well as for each new oil derrick erected within the 
City of Torrance, be concurred in, and that Messrs. Lebow and MONee 
be notified of this decision. Oouncilman Powell secon~ed the motion, 
which was carried by the follOwing roll ea.ll vote: AYES: COUNCI~N: 
Babcock, Cucci, Hitchcock, Powell and McGuire. NOES: COUNCILMEN: 
None. ABSENT: COUNCILMEN: None. 

A communioation was read from Mr. O. Z. Iard, Manager of the 
Torrance MuniCipal Bus Lines, recommending that the Oity Council 
authorize the expenditure of $465.00 for necessary changes and re
modeling to be made to establish a ticket office at 1014 South Hill 
Street, in the Oity of Los AngelesL that a. lease be ente-red into 
for the rental of this of1"ioe, at pO.OO per month; and that an 
attendant be hired to sell tickets and keep the premises clean, at 
a monthly salary of $50.00, plus l~ commission on the sale of tickets; 
and also reoommending the re-rou.ting of .the busses between 23rd Street 
and Ol~pic Street. 

Councilman Babcock moved that the Manager of the Bus Lines be 
authorized to contact the owner of the building at 1014 SOuth Hill 
Street, in the City of Los Angeles, and secure a two weeks lease 
option, contemplating the permanent leasing of this building; and 
also authorizing him to make the necessary alterations to this 
bUilding, at a cost of $4&5.00. Councilman Hitchcock seconded the 
motion, which was carried by the following roll call vote: AYES: 
COUNCILMEN: Babcock, Cuccl, Hitchcock, Powell and McGuire. NOES: 
COUNCILMEN: None. ABSENT: COUNCILMEN: None. 



A communi~tion was read from Mr. Ralph H. Montague, 2310 Sierra 
street, advising that quite a la~ge number of young people in the 
City of Torrance have beoome interested in the sport of archery, 
and requesting that the City have some hay-butts and targets installed 
in the ai ty Park for the use of the residents of the eommun1 ty- ata t
ing that the cost tor the hay-butts would probably not ex_ed iso.oo. 
Attached to this letter was a petition signed by twenty-ona persons, 
requesting the placing of hay-butts and targets at some convenient 
place in the City of 'l"orrance for the use of those interested in arch-
ery. 

Councilman Cucci movad that the cOmmunication from Mr. Balph H. 
Montague be referred to the Recreetion Department, and ~hat Vr.Dale 
Riley contact Mr. Montague about the advisability of placing hay-butts 
ap.d targets in the Ci t.y Park .. 

Mr. Montague advised that it would not require much room; probably 
about fifty yards at the most, and stated that there are about one 
hundred persons in Tor-rance mo are · int.erested. in archery. Council
man Powell seconded CcruncilmanCueci t s motion, which was carried by 
the following roll call vote: AYES: COONCILMEIi: Babcock, Cucci, 
Hitchcock, Powell and McGuire. NOES: COUNCILMm: None. ABSENT: 
COUNCILMEN: None. 

Clerk Bartlett presented and. read title to: 

RESOLUTION NO. l.O~O 

RESOLUTION OF 'l'HE C:ITY COUNCIL OF THE. CITY 
OF ~RRANc.E., ACCEPTING BIDS FOR CERTAIN TAX. 
DEEDED LANDS IN THE CITY OF TORRANaE, AND 
INSTRUCTING THE CITY CLERK TO APPLY TO LOS 
ANGELES COUNTY FOR SUCH TAX DEEDS. 

Co.unoil.man Cucci moved that Resolution No. 164~ be- adopted. 
Councilman Hitchcock seconded the motion, which was carried by the 
:following roll call vote: AlES: COUNCILMEN: Babcock, CuCCi, 
Hi tehcock; Powell and McGuire. NOES: COUNCIUlEN: None. ABSENT: 
COUNCILMEN; :None. 

Clark Bartlett presented and read title to: 

RlSSOLUTION NO. 104l. 

RESOLU'l'ION OF THE. CITY COUNCIL OF THE 
CI'l'Y OF TORRANCE. CHANGING T:BFo NAMES· OF 
A PORTION OF HUNTINGTON STREET AND 205lID 
STREET. TO UEL AMO BOULEVARll,. 

Councilman Hitchcock moved that Resolution NO'. 1041 be adopted. 
Councilman Babcock seconded the motion, which was carried by the 
following roll ~ll vote: AYES: COUNC'IIllEN: Eabco ck, CUcc.1, 
Hi tehoock, Powell and McGuire. NOES: COUNCILMEN: NOne. ABSENT: 
COUNCILMEN: None. 

Clerk Bartlett presented. and read in full: 

ORDIl\lANCE NO. 360 . 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL. OF 
THE. CITY OF TORRANCE. REPEALING POR
TIONS OF ORDINANCE NO. 1~7 . AlID POR
TIONS OF SECTION Z' AND SKCTION ~ OF 
ORDINANCE NO. 155. 

Arter some diSCUSSion, Councilman Powell moved that the bowling 
alleys be permitted to remain open twem.ty-four hours a day, and that 
Ordlnano, No,. 550 be referred back to the City,Attorney to be changed 
acoordingly. Councilman Hi tchcoek seconded the JllQtion, .hi ch was 
carried unanimously. 



~ttorney M~Call read a oommunication, addressed to him, from 
Messrs. Flint and MacKay, Attorneys-a;~ .... Law, advising that their 
olient, The National Supply Company, wished to make application for 
a franohise to lay a pipe line, within certain streets in the City 
of Torranoe, as shown on map attached, for the transmission of natural 
gas t.o its plant premises; that in the event the City Council should. 
see fit to grant this franchise,the Company would like to have per
mission to prooeed with the installa·tion of the pipe line pending the 
~anting of the:t"ranohise; and suggesting that an annual oharge 0'( 
140.00 a mile would be a reasonable annual charge for the privilege 
of exerCising this franchise. 

Mayor MoGuire inquired of Attorney 140Call if the price mentioned 
was the ,usual charge for such a franchise. 

Attorney MoCall replied that in this ~ase it would be the only 
oharge, the C1 ty ~uld make 'because they contemplate using this pipe 
line for the .tre;nsmission , at their own gas only. 

<:Ounc1l.J:nan Hitchcook moved that the applioation of the National 
Supply Company for a - franohise to lay a six inoh pipe line for the 
transm,ission of natural gas, t'rom 22.7th Street to the premis.es of 
said COmpany, be approved; and that they be perm! tted to prooeed .i th 
the installation of the p1p~ line pending the g;t"anting of the fran
oh.ise. C:QlUD.cllman Powell seconded the motion, which was carried by 
the follOwing roll ,call vota: AYRS: COUNCILMEN: Baboook, CUo01, 
Hi tchoook, Fowell and McGuire. NOES: COUNCILMEN: None. ABSENT: 
COUNCIIMEN: None. 

Cpuncilman Powell stated that Fire Chief !loKaster recommended 
that the :t"ire hydrant at Elm Avenue .and Monterey Street be moved to 
the earner of Greenwood Avenue and Sonoma Street;_ and that the hydrant 
at GreeJrWOod and Mont.erey be moved to the eorner of carson St.reet 
and Oak street. 

Counoilman Powell moved that the recommendation of the Fire 
Chief be oonourred in and the water Department be authorized to make. 
the ohanges as requested. Couneilman Hitchcock sacanded the motion, 
which was oarried by the following roll eall vote: AYES: COUNCIL
MEN: Babcock, euo~1, Hitohoock, Powell and McGuire. NOES:, COUNCIL
MEN: None • . ABSENT: COUNCILMEN: None. 

Couno1_n Powell moved that Harry Thpmpson, Patrolman and Radio 
Patrol Operator, who has been wi'th the Police Department s1110e Septem
ber 22, llil43, be given an 1ncreaae. in salary from $1.60.00 to tJ,95.00 
per month, effect.1ve February 1, 1944. Councilman Hitohcock seoonded 
the motion, which was carried by the following roll oall vote: AYES: 
COUNCILMEN: Baboock, (lucci, Hit.choook, Powell and McGuire. NOES: 
COUNCILMEN: None. ABSENT: COUNCILMEN: None. 

- -
c:.ouncilman Powell moved that Mrs. A. Sperry be employed as a 

Crossing Guard in Wal teria, at the prevailing wage of 70¢ per hour, 
effeotive Febr).lary 7, 1944. Councilman Hi tohcock seconded the motion, 
which _s carried b.y the following roll .call vote: AYES: COUNCIL
MEN: Babcock, CUoci, Hitchcock, Powell and MoGuire. NOES: COUNCIL
MEN: None. ABSENT: COUNCIIMEN: None. 

- -
Councilman DUcci said he had received a communication fr~ the 

Walteria Civic Organization regarding misdemeanors by minors, and 
s.ta ted tha ta few weeks ago a o:ompla1n t was brough t up from the floor 
regardIng vandalism, and he had stated at that time that these ju
veniles should be taken into o:ustody and inquired of Attorney MeCall 
as to whet~er the parents coUld be he;Ld responsible for their acts. 

Attorney McCall replied that under our prese~t ordinance the 
parents oould not be held responsible. 

,Councilman Cucci said he thought a copy ot the Juvenile Uel1n
quency Ordinance should be sent to the Walteria Civic Organization, 
and that the Counc1l should take this matter under advisement until 
the next regular meeting. -

Councilman Powell suggested that th~ Chief of Police and the 



City Attorney meet with the Council and that this Ordinance be re':" 
drafted. as the juvenile delinquency prob:lem was getting ver:y serious. 

Councilman Cucci said he had no objection to the Chief of 
Police and the C1ty Attorney being present, and moved that a copy 
of the Juvenile Delinquency ()"rdinance be sent to the Walterla C1vic 
Organization; and that' the communication regarding vandalism be re-
1'erred to the Council as a whole to. be studied by them, together 
with the Ohief of Police and the City Attorney. Counc:Uman Powell 
seconded the motion, whiel?- was carried unanimously. 

Councilman C.ucci read a eOIllIllunica.tion from the Southern cali
fornia Fire Chief Association regarding a mee.ting and banquet to be 
held. at the E.lk·s Temple in Los Angeles on February 18, for the Fire 
Chiers and their wives; and moved that Fire Chief McJlaster be auth
orized to attend this banquet on February 18, together with any other 
City Of'ficials, who may so desire, with exp.enses paid. Councilman 
Powell seconded the mOtion which was carried unanimously. 

Councilman Cucci brought up the subject of complaints abQut 
roosters, and said he had. a. copy of the LOs Angeles Ordinanee, bU.t 
wished to give the matter further study. 

He also said he would l1ke to authorize the City Attorne:y to 
draft an Ordinance for spec1~1c capital outlays. 

Attorney McCell replied that he already bad suoh an ordinance 
prepared. 

Councilman Hitchcock moved that an appropriation of '52.30. 
plus t~, be made for the recapping of two grader tires for the 
Street Department. Councilman Babcock seconded the motion, whioh 
was carried by the following roll call vote: AnS: COUNCILMEN: 
Babcock, Cucci, Hi tohco ok, Powell and McGuire. NOES>: COUNCILMEN: 
None. ABSENT: COUNCIlMEN: Nona. 

Councilman Hitchcock moved tba.t 'i1l1iem G. stevenson be employed 
on a temporary basis, as a mechanic in the City Garage, at a salary 
of' $2.10.00 per month, effect1ve Febl'Uary 8, 1944. Oouncilman Bebcock 
seconded the motion, which was carried by t"he f'ollowing 1"011 call vote: 
.&YES: COUNCIIMEN: Babcock, Cucci, Hi tcheook, Ponl1 and McGuire. 
NOES: COUNCILMEN: None. ABSENT: COUNCII1l4EW: None. 

- Councilman Hitchcock moved that the axpeui 1 ture of not to ex-
ceed $115.00 be authorized for the purchase 01' one Star Brake Re
lining Machine for use in the City Garage. Counoilman Powell 
seconded. the motion. which was carried by the following roll call 
vot.e: A.YES: COUNCILMEN: Babcock, Cucci, Hi tchc{) ak, Poyall and 
McGuire. NOES: COUNCIU4EN: ' None~ ABSENT: COUNCILMEN: None. 

CouncilJnJm Babaock moved that Henry TYler be employed on a 
temporary basis as a Bu.s Driver, at a sa.lary of tl,70.00 per month, 
eff'ective January 28, 1944. Counoilman Hitchcock seconded the motion, 
which was carried by the following roll call vote; AlES: COUNCIL
MEN: Babcook, CUCCi, Hitcboock, Powell and )lcGuire. NOES: COUNCIL
MEN: None. ABSENT: COUNCILMEN: None ,. 

Councilman Babcock moved that Cla~e B. _rton be given en in
crease in salary to $185.00 per month, effective January 22:, 1944. 
Councilman Hitchcock seconded the motion, which was .carried by the 
following roll call vote: AYES: COUNCII1dEN: Babcock, Cucei, 
Hitohcock, Powell and McGuire~ NOES: COUNCILMEN: None. ABSENT: 
COUNCILMEN: None. 

Counc1l:man Babcock: infomed Engineer J'ain that there were some 
bad holes in Carson Street, across from the N!itional Supply Company's 
Warebouse, which needed repairing. 

Engineer Jain advised that orders had" already been issued to 
have these holes r1l1ed in. 



Councilman Babcock said he believed Mr. Finch and his friends 
should be given a definite answer regarding the construction of a 
midget racing track, and stated that if we are gOing to construot 
the targets for archery, we should give them all the same aonsid-

. eration. 
Mayor McGuire inquired as to the total oost for the concrete 

for such race traok, and Mr. Finoh replied that it, would cost around 
$ZOO.OO. -

Counoilman Cucci expressed the opinion that an effort should be 
made to take care of this group, but it is just a question of whether 
the City can put out that much money at the present time. 

Mr. Finch said this matter had been brought up once before, and 
all the figures were around $&00.00, which was very high; that the 
concrete track is all that is neoessary, and the members of the olub 
'agreed that if the City could see fit to put it in the Park they 
would assume the rest of the obligations. 

He said many oi ties in the northern part. ot the State had nice 
tracks and they were-all in the parks for the reasan that it is a 
non-profit hobby and open to the publio. 

Councilman Cuoci advised Mr. Finch that he would meet with him 
on Monday night, February 14, in the City Attorney's office, at 
7:00 o'clock, P.M. 

Mayor McGuire asked Chief of Polioe Stroh about the request 
made by Mrs. R. R. Smith tor permission to rope off a portion of 
El Prado, between Sartori Avenue and Border Avenue, for the purpose 
of conducting an auction in connection with the .ar Bond drive. 

Chief Stroh said he did not. believe it would be necessary to 
rope off the entire street, but ifa couple of automobile parking 
stalls were cleared and roped off he thought this would be suffi
cient. 

Mayor McGuire requested Chie:t stroh to conta,ct Mrs. Sm.1 th in 
.ragard to this. 

Counoilman Powell asked Chief stroh what oould be done about 
the lights at the rear of the Civio Auditorium, as the tenants in 
the adjoining apartment house ware complaining about the light 
shining into their windows. 

Chiet stroh said he thought these lights could be reduced by 
putting in smaller lamps., or by putting shields over them.. 

Counoilman Hitohoock inquired ot Clerk Bartlett it ae had 
wri tten the members ot the Perry Mutual I.ter Company in regard to 
the proposed sale ot the water plan~, and whether any replies had 
been received. 

Clerk Bartlett replied that he had written Mrs. Gonner, Secre
tary of the Watar Company, but that no reply had bean received. At 
Counoilman Hitohoook's request_ he produ.ced a oopy ot the latter he 
had wr1t~en to Mrs. Gonner, whioh he read. 

Counoilman Hitohoook said he thought each member of the \Jater 
Company should reoeive a copy of the letter, anQmoved that the 
City Clerk be authorized to contact Mrs. Gonner in person and ob
tain the names and addresses of each member of the Company, and ad
vise eaoh member by letter of the aotion of the Counoil concern1ng 
the dis~osit10n of the water plant. Counoilman Baboook seconded 
the motion, whioh was carried unanimously. 

Mayor McGuire mo-v:ed that the City Clerk be authorized to employ 
additional olerical help to assis~ in preparing for the fortho~m1ng 
Oity Elections, at an hourly wage of 60~. 

Councilman Powell offered an amendment · to this motion to make 
the hourly wage 70¢. 

Mayor Mc~u1re oonsented to this amen~ent to his motion, which 
was carried unanimously. 



~·,u 

MayGr J40Guire moved· that ilr. Charles F. Koors be hired to act 
in an advisory capa'ci ty to the Transportation C:omm1 ttee, for approx
imately two weeks, with reference to bus trlUlSportation in this 
communi ty. Councilman Babcock seconded the motion, which was carried 
by the following roll oall vote: AYES: COUNCILMEN: Baboock, CUcci, 
Hitchcock, Powell and )loGuire. NOES: COUNCII.ME.N: NODe. ABSENT: 
COUNCIlMEN: None. . 

Mayor McGuire moved that funds in the amount of $100.00 be.ad
vanced to Mr. Charles F. Koors for the purpose of carrying on this 
work. Counoilman Hitchcook secondeQ this motion, which was ~ar~ed 
by the following roll call vote: AYES: COUNCILMEN: Babcock, Cucci, 
Hi tchoock, Powell and MoGuire. NOES: COUNCILMEN: NOne. ABSENT: 
COUNCILMEN: None. 

Mayor McGuire brought up the matter of two-hour parking on 
Cabrillo Avenue; stating that about a month ago a petition had been 
recei ved requesting tha't two-hour parking be established on the 
east side of Cabrillo Denue, bet .... en Border Avenue and carson 
Street; and that two weeks ago another petition was presented oppos
ing such two-hour parking. He sal~ that the Council had considered 
the matter in regard to either establishing two-hour parking or re
moving all parking restrictions, from both sides of ~abrillo Avenu., 
and asked Police ~'Chief Stroh for his recommendation. 

Chief Stroh said he had consulted the merchants on both sides 
of Cabrillo Avenue, and recommended ' that the two~hcur. parking be 
removed fram Gramercy Avenue to Carson, but that it remain as it is 
t'rom Gramercy Avenue north to Border Avenue. 

Counoilman Powell mOTed that two-hour parking be established 
on both sides of Cabrillo Avenue,between Border Avenue and carson 
Street; and that the City Attorney be authorized to draw up a reso
lution to this effect and have i t~ ready for the next regular meet
ing of the Councll. 'rhe motion was seconded by Councilman Hitchcock, 
and carried unanimously. 

Chief Stroh requested authority to have signs made by the 
Automobile Club. 

crGuncllman Babcock moved that the Chief of Police be authorized 
to oontact the AutomObile Clu~ and order signs to be placed on 
Cabrillo Avenue as soon as possible afte~ the resolution 1s passed. 
Councilman Powell seconded the motion, Eich wascarrled by the 
following .roll call vote: AYRS: COUNCILMEN: Babcock, Hitchcock, 
Powell and McGuire. NOES: COUNCIU4EN: CUcci. ABSENT: COUNCIL
MEN: None. 

The City Attorney advised that he had re-drafted the ordinance 
with referenoe to allowing bowling alleys to remain o~en twenty-four 
hours a day, and read in tull: 

ORDINANCE NO. 350 

AN ORDINANCE REPEALING ORDINANCE NO. 
197, AND SECTIONS 2 AND 3, OF ORDI
NANCE NO. 13&, INSOFAR AS 'fREy APPLY 
TO BOWLING ALLEYS. 

Counoilman C:Uoci mOTed that .ordinance No. 350 be ado,i;pt«l tor 
first reading. Counoilman Powell "conded the motion, whioh was 
carried by the following roll call Tote: AYES:: COUNCII..MEN: 
Babcock, Cucci, Hitchcock, Powell and MoGuire. NOES: COUNCILMEN: 
None. ABSENT: COUNCILMEN: None. 

Attorney MoCall announoed that next F'r'1~ay evening, February 
11, at 7:30 o'clock, the Boy Scouts Court of Honor will be held a:' 
the Narbonne High Sohool, and urged all members of the Council to 
attend, if possible. 

ORAL COMMUNICATIONS 

Mr. Paul Slan.cker of Walteria stated that he wished to enter 
a protest against the granting o·f permission to dump w~ste materials· 



fr~ the synthetic rubber plant in the gravel pit in the hills south 
of Walteria, as it.may oonstitute a nuisanee. 

Mayor McGuire assured Mr. Slonecker that he would look into. 
this very carefully. 

~71 

Mr. aharles Elman, of LOB Angeles, briefly addressed the Council 
and stated he would like to purchase one or more of the tax deeded 
lots in Tract No. 9901, and requested that the City alerk advise him. 
by latter of the price of Lots 1, 2: and :3, in said Tract. 

· Councilman Babo@ck moved tnat all bills properly audited be paid. 
Councilman Hitohcock seoonded the motion, which was oarried by the 
following roll call vote: AYES:. COUNCILMEN: Babccnk, Cucci, 
Hitohcock, Powell and McGuire. NOES: COUNCIlMEN: None. ABSENT: 
COUNCILMEN: None. 

· At .10:00 P·.M., em mo·t1on of CounCilman Babcook, seconded by 
Councilman Hitchoock ·the meeting adjourned •. 

APPROVED: 

Add.:??~ MAYOR OF THE CITOF TORRANCB 

M.INU'l'E:S .OF A SPECIAL. ~ING 
OF 'fH.lS CITY COUNCIL OF 
OF THE CITY OF TORRANCE 

Torrance, California 
February 15, 1944 

The City Council of the City of Torrance oonvened in a Special 
Keeting in the Council Chamber, City Hall, Torrance, California, on 
TUesday afternoon, February 15,. 1944 at 5:00 P.M. 

Mayor 14eGuire called the meeting to order. 

· Clerk Bartlett called the.roll, those answering present being 
Councilmen: Baboock, Hi tchcook, Powell an.d McGuire. A.bsent: 
COuncilman: Cuoci. 

Councilman Baboock moved that a recess until 5:15 P.M. be de
clared to awai t the &rri val of Counoilman Cucci. aouncilman 
Hi tchoook seconded the motion, whioh was oarried unanimously. 

~t 5:15 P.M. the meeting reoonvened, ao~oilman Cuoci still 
being absent. 

Mayor MaGuire read the call of the meeting, baing -for the 
purpose of.opening sealed proposals tor performing work on Ce.brillo 
Avenue, bet •• an Garson street and Plaza del .Amo, and any other 
business that may oome before the board. It 

Clerk Bartlett opened and read sealed bids as follows: 

epose


